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of deceased kinsfolk has been practised by a number of
Indian tribes of South America. Thus the Tarianas,
Tucanos, and other tribes in the valley of the Amazon,
about a month after the funeral, disinter the corpse, which
is then much decomposed, and put it in a great pan or oven
over the fire till all the volatile parts are driven off with a
most horrible stench, leaving only a black carbonaceous
paste. This paste is then pounded into a fine powder, and
being mixed in several large vats of the native beer, the
liquor is drunk by the assembled company until all is
consumed. They believe that thus the virtues of the de-
ceased are transmitted to the drinkers.1 Similarly among
the Xomanas and Passes of the Rio Negro and Japura
River in Brazil, it was customary to burn the bones of the
dead and mingle the ashes in their drink ; " for they fancied,
that by this means they received into their own bodies the
spirits of their deceased friends."2 We may suppose that
a similar motive underlies the custom wherever it has been
observed by the Indians of South America, even when this
particular motive is not expressly alleged by our authorities.
For example, the Retoroftos, Pechuyos, and Guarayos of
eastern Bolivia " manifested their feeling for the dead by a
remarkable custom : when the body had mouldered they
dug up the bones, reduced them to powder, and mingling it
with maize, composed a sort of cake, which they considered
it the strongest mark of friendship to offer and partake.
Some of the first missionaries were regaled with this family
bread, before they knew what they were eating."3 Again,
in the province of Coro, in north-western Venezuela, when
a chief died, they lamented him in the night, celebrating his
actions ; then they parched his body at the fire, and reduc-
ing it to powder drank it up in their liquor, deeming this
act the highest honour they could pay him.4 The Taua*6
Indians of the Rio Enivra burn their dead, keep their ashes
in hollow reeds, and eat a portion of the ashes with every
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